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Belair, Maryland, July 6, 2020—This long-awaited report is a valuable tool, not just for 
Maryland, but for all educators nationwide. It provides educators with information on how to reduce 
the risks of COVID-19 transmission when reopening schools and offers suggestions on how to 
respond to potential outbreaks. Situated in this one document, is an online clearinghouse of copious 
research, guidelines from the CDC, ASHRAE, Harvard School of Public Health, industry professionals, 
local education authorities, and various states, all focused on helping to reopen schools safely. 
 

The document embraces methods of implementing the “Adjusted Return to School Options” in the 
Maryland Recovery Plan for Education (MRPE) and helps to balance distance learning and face to 
face instruction for elementary, middle and high school students. There are eight topics in the report, 
each accompanied with detailed suggestions and pros and cons, including:  
 

Intro/Summary – list of key takeaways from each section  
1. Educational specifications impact 
2. Design and space analysis  
3. Distance Learning  
4. Special Education 
5. HVAC & air purification 
6. Sanitizing schools 
7. Transportation  
8. Legal implications & ramifications 

 

Throughout the United States, departments of education, school systems and parents are struggling 
with the overwhelming task of when and how to safely reopen schools amidst the Corona Virus 
Pandemic. To assist with this struggle and in the spirit of collaboration, Ron Skyles, AIA, NCARB, 
Architectural Project Manager, Prince George’s County Public Schools, assembled a team of industry 
professionals, including school systems, facility planners, architects, engineers, manufacturers and 
technology companies to research and test-fit various scenarios that will help administrators make 
informed decisions about how to teach, while social distancing. 
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